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STUDENT REGISTRATION ‐‐ EXTENDED!
You asked, and we delivered. We received so many inquiries about a deadline extension to
register to participate in the Synopsys Sacramento Regional STEM Fair 2016 that we
justhad to do something! We have EXTENDED THE REGISTRATION DEADLINE to JANUARY
11, 2016. This is good news for those of you who missed the previous deadline, as you now
have plenty of time to COMPLETE THAT REGISTRATION!
As a reminder, there are two ways to participate as a student in the 2016 Fair ‐ you
cancompete (6th‐12th grade students) to win awards and prizes and to be eligible to move
on to additional competitions (such as the Intel ISEF and/or the California State Science
Fair*); or you can showcase (5th‐11th grade students), which is all the fun of
competition without the pressure of being judged!
Visit our website, and follow the five steps to get registered! We can't wait to see you at
the Fair in the Spring!
Competition Division ‐ Begin Registration
Showcase Division ‐ Begin Registration

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 23 ‐ Student Registration Deadline
EXTENDED
December 15 ‐ Exhibitor Early Bird Registration ends
January 11 ‐ NEW Extended Student Registration
Deadline
Spring 2016 ‐ Synopsys Sacramento Regional STEM
Fair (Location & Date TBD)

TOPIC SELECTION WIZARD
Still having trouble identifying which STEM subject
is your favorite? Us too. Use the Science
Buddies TOPIC WIZARD to look through a great
catalog of potential STEM projects. (They even tell
you which materials you can use!) Put on your lab
coats, bring out your blueprint, or formulate your
equation because it's time for you to start your
project!

*geographical restrictions apply. Visit our website for more information.

Here are some great displays from our 2015 participants!

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
We'd like to extend a special THANK YOU to our
most recent sponsor for this Fiscal Year,
Aerojet/GenCorp.

Aerojet/GenCorp has sponsored the Fair for
over ten years ‐ we definitely wouldn't be where
we are today without your help! We're extremely
appreciative of all your organization does to help
our Foundation.

ARE YOU A STATE WORKER LOOKING TO
DONATE THROUGH "OUR PROMISE"
(formerly CSECC)?

RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS: ITS NOT TOO LATE
TO START
Teachers! Now is the time to submit your
questions and request STEM presentations
for your class! There are different kinds of
presentations that you can request. For
example you can request a STEM Speaker -

2016 Fair. Please use our website ‐ it has
been organized with you in mind! Some
resources found on our website are
encapsulated in this article for your
convenience.

The donation website for "Our Promise" has been
taken offline, but state employees can still make
their donations the old‐fashioned way!
The
Sacramento Regional Science & Engineering Fair
Foundation (dba NorCal STEM Education
Foundation) hopes you will elect to donate to our
organization! We've even prepared the form for you
with our information to make it simple. Use the Our
Promise form with our information here.

this kind of presentation brings in a
scientist, engineer, or even tech expert to
speak to your students about their
education and career pathway that lead
them to becoming a STEM professional.

HOW TO PUT TOGETHER YOUR BOARD
A sample sheet explaining how to put
together a Science Project Board or an
Engineering Project Board is now available
online here

Another type of presentation that the
Foundation offers is focused on getting your
students excited about the Fair. During
these STEM fair presentations, a staff
member will attend your class or after
school program to help with student
registration for the Synopsys Sacramento
Regional STEM Fair. We can review what the
project board requirements look like and
what the day of the Fair will entail.

ENGINEERING PROJECT INFORMATION Links
with information
specifically on
Engineering Projects are now online here
SCIENCE PROJECT INFORMATION
Links with information
specifically
on Science Projects are now online here

PAPER REGISTRATION
Paper registration is available upon request.
While you are assisting your students
Finally, a hybrid presentation can be register, it is helpful to have a hard copy for
requested, where a STEM professional gives yourself. Download it here
a short presentation and a Foundation staff
member also attends to answer any DEADLINES
questions about student registration or the If you or your students are struggling with
the deadlines, PLEASE do not be
day of the Fair.
discouraged. Send a note to our Fair
We have EXTENDED THE REGISTRATION Coordinator, Nadia at
DEADLINE UNTIL JANUARY 11 so we hope ncompton@sacSTEMfair.org ‐‐ she would be
that your class will be able to join us for the happy to discuss your options!

THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM
Time is running out!
Be sure to sign up before December 15 to
receive the Early Bird pricing for the 3rd
Annual College and Career Expo at the
Synopsys Sacramento Regional STEM Fair.
We expect to have 2,000 participants and
community members attend this event! It's a
great opportunity to showcase your
organization, college, or company to the
region's best and brightest future workforce.
We have yet to nail down the venue for the
2016 Expo; however, below is what we
envision.
All Exhibitors will Receive:
‐>
Name badges, two chairs and a table
at your exhibit space.
‐>
Listing in the program, feature in
our newsletter, The BEAKER, and recognition
on our website.
‐>
Please bring a canopy if you would like
shade. Please notify staff if you would like a
table cloth provided to you.
Event Spaces to Include:
‐> a 10' x 10' space on the concrete patio
-> Open-air, exhibit space (weather permitting) with an 8 foot table (multiple tables are
provided upon request)
-> 2 fold up chairs (more are provided for those who request it in registration)
READY TO SIGN UP? Sign up online here. If you have any questions or concerns please feel
free to contact the coordinator, Nadia Compton at ncompton@sacstemfair.org.

SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION SIMPLY BY
SHOPPING FOR GROCERIES
Do you shop at Raley's, Bel‐Air, or Nob Hill? If so,
please join the Extra Credit program for the
Sacramento Regional Science and Engineering Fair
Foundation. See instructions on how to sign up
here. It's all online and just a few simple clicks to
support the Foundation!

FEATURED EXHIBITORS
Thank you to our registered exhibitors! The Bureau
of Reclamation and the Bureau of Private Post‐
secondary Education have signed up to exhibit at
the College & Career Expo in 2016!

SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT
BIO BOTS!

Biologists from the University of Cambridge in the U.K.
have discovered that juveniles of a three‐millimeter long
hopping insect called Issus cleopatrus have gears along
the inside of their rear appendages to ensure that both
legs move in unison. The reason for this clever use of
gears seems to be that they help the insect travel in a
straight line. If one of the legs extended even slightly
earlier or later than the other, it would cause the
infinitesimal insects to veer off in either direction. It's a
clever fix that humans use regularly!
Read the article here to learn more.

ELECTRIC PLANTS!

The future is now! A team of Swiss Botanists and
Electrical Engineers have successfully integrated plants
and conductive wires ‐ in the near future, we may be able
to charge our electrical devises off of nearby plants!
Currently the method involves cut roses that draw a
conductive, transparent gel [called PEDOT ‐ poly(3,4‐
ethylenedioxythiophene] into their xylem (the ducts that
plants use to soak up water and other nutrients), and
later allows the PEDOT to harden while still enabling the
plant to survive. The team also discovered that the
PEDOT could be absorbed into the spongy mesophyll by
the plants' leaves. This could lead to some exciting
revelations in our electronic capabilities in the coming
years.
Read more about their project here.

OTHER COMPETITIONS
Featured Competition:
Featured
Scholarship:
Visionary
Integration
Professionals' Women in Technology Scholarship
Program.
Attention all college‐bound women! If you're
pursuing a career in computer science, information
technology, management information systems, or
other related fields, Visionary Integration
Professionals (VIP) would like to invite you to apply
for our annual Women in Technology Scholarship
(WITS) program. The scholarship program, now in
its eighth year, offers support for women who are
attending or planning to attend a two or four year
college within the US. VIP awards multiple
scholarships of up to $2,500 per recipient.
Candidates are evaluated based on the following
criteria: academic performance, community
involvement, extracurricular activities, leadership
qualities, career path, and essay response.

FUND THE FOUNDATION

We encourage qualified women to apply by
downloading the application here.

Help the Foundation to help local students! There are a multitude of ways that you can
help out: Sponsor the Fair, Sponsor a Program, or make an In‐Kind Donation for the 2016
Synopsys Sacramento Regional STEM Fair! Take a look at our sponsorship page today and
see what you or your company can do to help! If you have any questions, please contact us
at sponsorships@sacstemfair.org.

Submissions are due March 7, 2016. For more
information contact WITS@trustvip.com.

TWO INTERNSHIP POSITIONS AVAILABLE WITH
THE FOUNDATION
The Sacramento Regional Science and Engineering Fair Foundation is looking for an
energetic, hardworking and dedicated individual who's interested in making a difference and
contributing to the community... and another who is just one of those things! Our mission is
to engage and inspire students to become interested in pursuing scientific, technological,
engineering, and mathematical (STEM) degrees and careers.
We are looking for two Outreach and Event Organizer interns to begin as soon as possible
and remain until at least April 31, 2016. The interns will work primarily with the Coordinator,
Nadia Compton, for this dynamic fast‐growing Foundation, and assist the staff in a number of
activities, special projects, research assignments and administrative duties. The main focus of
this position is to promote, develop and support the programs. We are a regional association
with a small office so we produce a lot of work with a very quick turnaround.
We will work with your university in obtaining credit, and can offer great letters of reference,
and assistance and referrals for future employment. This position is unpaid. For
consideration, please send resume to sacstemfair@sacstemfair.org.

Featured Scholarship: American Chemical Society
(ACS) Scholars Program
The American Chemical Society Scholars Program
awards renewable scholarships of up to $5,000 to
underrepresented minority students who want to
enter the fields of chemistry or chemistry‐related
fields, such as environmental science, toxicology
and chemical technology. High school seniors and
college freshmen, sophomores, or juniors are
eligible to apply. The amount of each award
depends upon the availability of funding, the
number of scholarships awarded, and evidence of
financial need. Scholarship recipients receive up to a
maximum of $5,000 per year, and the awards are
renewable.
Application cycle: November 1 ‐ March 1 (annually)
To find out more information, visit their website
here.

